
 

 

Conservation & Education Meeting Minutes 

VERNON COUNTY CONSERVTION & EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

July 14th, 2022 MEETING 
 

Present: 

Committee:       Will Beitlich-Chairman, Frank Easterday-Vice-Chairman, Mary Henry, Rod Ofte, Carol 

Hall, and Kelli Mitchell 

Staff:   Ben Wojahn, Sarah McDowell, Marty Kennedy, Nick Gilman, Monique Hassman, Mark 

Erickson, Kathleen Hass, Adam Hady, Emery Bork, Miranda Wontor 

Guests:  Cari Readington-County Administrator, Episcope, Christine Walrath-WI DNR, Justin 

Olson-NRCS, Christina Dollhausen, Mark Meehan, Dave Krier, Shannon Collins-

Blackhawk Tenant, Steph Leahy, Matt Albright-Zoning 
1. Call to Order 

Beitlich called the meeting to order at 10:47 a.m.  

2. Affirmation of Proper Public Notice of meeting 

 Wojahn affirmed. 

3. Review and Approve Minutes from previous meeting 

A motion was made to approve the minutes as written by Mitchell second by Henry. All 

ayes, motion carried. 

4. Agency Reports (NRCS, DNR, FSA, UW-Ext., any others) 

Christine talked about a Bad Axe Meeting coming up which will be on the County 

calendar.  Justin Olson is new District Conservationist who replaced Sam Skemp after his 

retirement.   

5. Schedule next Conservation & Education Meeting(s) 

August 11th @10:45 a.m.  

6. Review and Approve Land & Water Bills for Payment 

A motion was made by Easterday to approve the bills for payment, second by Henry.  All 

ayes, motion carried. 

7. Audience to Visitors-Land & Water Portion 

None 

8. Office Location Discussion 

Wojahn stated that he wanted this discussion to be had so that the committee could see 

that there would be a disruption of services during the move and there are many benefits 

to being co-located with our partners.  Christine with DNR and Justin with NRCS spoke 

of the benefits to our agencies being co-located in the same building.  Cari stated that the 

Basement of Erlandson is an available space and currently we are paying $32,000 for 

rent.   

9. Introduction of Friends of the Vernon County Parks 

Mark Meehan the President of the Friends of Vernon County Parks introduced himself 

and also other members to the committee.  He stated that they were founded in 2017, they 

created a mission and became a 501c3 in 2019.  They have done work and many events 



 

 

in the parks.  They also want to donate $2,500 to the next agenda item project of 

repairing bridges at Duck Egg. 

10. Duck Egg Bridge Repairs-Action Item 

Gilman stated that the footbridges at Duck Egg are in major need of some repairs.  The 

Friends of Group want to donate $2,500 toward the project and we have $1,900 in FEMA 

for the project.  We are asking for a total budget of $6,000 with the remainder coming out 

of Timber Sales money.  A motion was made to approve the project by Henry, second by 

Hall.  All ayes, motion carried. 

11. Blackhawk Park Store Proposal-Action Item 

Shannon Collins stated that she has turned in a proposal to rent out the Blackhawk store 

for the next three years.  She would like to build up to selling farmers market items, bait, 

ice, and convenience stuff in the future.  They would pay $100/month for the remainder 

of this season and then $200/month next year during the open season and $100/month 

during the closed season with a 5% of their profits.  Ofte made a motion to approve 

pending his and Cari’s review of the lease, second by Mitchell.  All ayes, motion carried. 

12. Parks Update 

Kennedy gave the committee an updated revenue breakdown and we are still ahead of 

projections for the year.  Kennedy also showed pictures of the additional kiosks that they 

have put in within the last week.   

13. Approval to Bid out to Epoxy Sidie Hollow Restroom Floor-Action Item 

Kennedy stated that the floor of the boat landing restroom at Sidie Hollow has settled in 

such a way that the water does drain and it stays wet after the shower is used.  Kennedy 

proposed that we could have someone epoxy the floors which seals it and fixes that slope.  

A motion was made by Mitchell and second by Frank to bid out the Epoxy Restroom 

project.  All ayes, motion carried. 

14. Mlsna Dam Removal Grant-Action Item 

Erickson updated the committee that the priority award letter is the award letter in this 

case.  We need to move forward with the engineer.   A motion was made to move 

forward on RFP based on already receiving the priority funding letter by Mitchell, second 

by Hall.  All ayes, motion carried.   

15. Non Metallic Mining Update-Victory Quarry-Action Item 

Erickson stated that Victory Quarry is operating over their boundary and he talked to 

them in the past and instead of fixing it they made it worse.  We would like to fine them 

for operating outside their permitted area.  The landowner has filed a claim with the 

Sheriff’s office.  Mark wants to give them 30 days to remedy then after that if they 

haven’t fixed it fine them daily with an one time fee of $500 then they get 30 days.  There 

is also a public hearing for the Clockmaker Recreation Plan Modification on July 26th at 

7:00 pm at the Jersey Valley Shelter. 

16. Watershed Planning Update  

Wojahn stated that with the three watershed groups there is a lot of good things going on.  

17. Accounts Manager Report 



 

 

McDowell gave an update on the fund balances for the committee.  Also, some numbers 

were given to get the committee thinking about the budget for next year. 

18. Reports from Committee Members and Announcements 

None 

19. Audience to Visitors-UW Extension Portion 

None 

20. Review and Approve UW-Extension Bills for Payment-Action Item 

Hady and Bork presented the monthly expenditures of $1259.99 and Teen Court expenditures of 

$750. Motion by Mitchell to approve the expenditures, second by Henry. All ayes, motion 

carried. 

21. Educator Vacancies-Agriculture Educator & Community Development Educator 

Heidi Johnson, Agricultural Institute Director for UW-Madison Division of Extension, presented 

the committee with a proposed regional educator model that would include a Regional Crops 

Educator and Regional Livestock Educator to fill the current Agriculture Educator 

vacancy.  These two educators would be co-founded with Juneau, Monroe, Sauk and Vernon 

Counties.  Motion by R. Ofte to accept the proposal and move to the regional ag model, seconded 

by Mitchell. All ayes, motion carried. 

22. Educator Reports 

A. Ofte summarizes FoodWIse’s current goals, which is focus to families and food access issues 

by working UW population health institute. They need 8-12 people per focus group in hopes to 

extend and influence policy changes. 

Bork and Brown presented  updates on 4-H youth programming . Bork noted that 4-H added 35 

members through Bugs in the Garden program.  

23. Introduction of Administrative Assistant 

New administrative assistant Miranda Wontor introduced herself. 

24. Switch WCCU Account from Tracy Fortun to Miranda Wontor-Action Item 

Motion to remove previous administrative assistant Tracy Fortun and add Miranda Wontor to 

WCCU account by R. Ofte, second by Henry. All ayes, motion carried. 

25. Area Extension Director Report 

Hady gave an update of vacancies in are 13, Performance Management/ Midpoint evaluation 

conversations with educators.   

26. Adjourn Meeting 

Motion to adjourn meeting at 12:55 by Mitchell, second by Henry.  All ayes, motion 

carried. 


